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Introduction: 
 
This booklet is designed to make your stay with SINGULUS 
TECHNOLOGIES AG as pleasant as possible. It gives you a brief 
overview of the history and beauty of the Kahl am Main area.  
 
If you want to have more detailed information about a special topic, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. We can also provide you with 
information about special events and time schedules.  
 
Enjoy your time in Germany. 
 
SINGULUS TECHNOLOGIES AG 
 
Saskia Schmidt      
Marketing & Customer Relationship Management 
Business Unit Customer Service    
 Phone: 0049-6188-440-363    
 email: saskia.schmidt@singulus.de 
  
 
Christina Noll  
Assistant to Vice President Marketing & Sales 
 Phone: 0049-6188-440-374 
 email: christina.noll@singulus.de 
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History of Kahl!  
 
The first document mentioning Kahl can be traced back to1282. In this 
document, written on parchment in Latin, Kahl was called “Calde.” This 
name evolved from the Old High German from the place’s earliest name 
“Kaldaha.” This means “place at a cold water” (aha= water). The town 
was historically believed to have been founded in 800 A.D. However, 
recent archaeological excavations on the northeastern boundary of Kahl 
bear witness to an even earlier settlement of this area.  
The development and significance of this town are largely attributable to 
its favorable location. The “Salzstrasse”, leading to Bad Orb in Hessen, 
and Federal Highway 8, once a military and trade route between 
Frankfurt and Nürnberg, intersected here. 
The town once belonged to Hessen-Darmstadt and had been previously 
governed by the jurisdictions of Hörstein, Wilmundsheim, Rannenberg, 
the Dukes of Eppstein & Kronberg, Kurmainz, the Counts of Hanau and 
the Archbishop of Mainz. Kahl has been a part of Bavaria since 1816. 
In 1854, the railway network from Aschaffenburg to Hanau was built. 
Kahl received a railway station two years later from which the 
“Kahlgrundbahn” railway to Schöllkrippen originated in 1898.  
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At the turn of the century, exploratory drilling uncovered huge 
lignite/brown coal deposits, transforming the modest town into a large, 
flourishing community. 
The mine “Zeche Gustav”, named after union director Gustav Müller, 
provided jobs to more than 1000 workers from Kahl and surrounding 
areas. 
 
With the mines depleted by 1932, Kahl’s lignite/brown coal era came to 
an end.  While some strip mining remained operational, the mines 
gradually filled with water. The sand and gravel still excavated here for 
decades was of great economic benefit to the community during the 
building boom of the 60’s and 70’s.  Today, the old mines and pits are 
the basis for numerous lakes, widely known as the ´Kahler Seenplatte`.  
 
Places of interest  
1. Schloss Emmerichshofen (Emmerich Castle) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is named after the elector of Mainz and Archbishop Emmerich Jospeph 
von Breidbach-Bürresheim. It was built by Earl Bentzel-Sternau in 1766. 
The Main Franconia castle was handed over to Baron Weitz von Eschen 
around 1820. In 1965, part of the area was turned into a resort with 180 
summer residences. 
 
2. Rathaus (Town Hall)  

Wasserturm (Water Tower) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Former Customs House of 1830 
Water tower built in 1931 

Late Baroque-era castle located off the B8 
towards Alzenau in a lovely forest and lake 
area. 
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3. Backes (Bakery) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Katholische Pfarrkische „St. Margareta“ (Catholi c Parish Church) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5. Kahler Sandhasen-Denkmal (Kahl „Sandrabbit“ Monu ment) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Vogelpark (Bird Park) 

 
  
 

A 300-year-old bakery operational until 1937 

Church erected in 1911 (Main Street) 

Due to the abundance of sand in the area, the 
residents of Kahl were nicknamed 
“Sandrabbits.” In 1960, the rabbit was officially 
incorporated into the emblem of Kahl 

The bird park is a world of adventure which 
makes a lasting impression, especially on 
children. Storks, penguins, parrots, ducks and 
many other exotic birds nest here. alongside 
the “Kurmainzer Rad”. 
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Restaurants: 
 
7. Gasthaus Rabenau 
German and international food, salads, pizza …. 
Bahnhofstraße 51 
 
8. Ristorante Seeterrasse  
Pasta, pizza, salads,  fresh fish 
Königsbergerstr. 
 
9. Trattoria Allegria (Italian cuisine) 
Seligenstädter Weg 32 
 
10. Korea Restaurant 
Hauptstr. 4 A 
 
11. La Brusketta Ristorante (Italian cuisine) 
Hanauer Landstrasse 66 
 
12. Gasthaus Valentins (located at the lake) 
German Food 
Emmerichshofen 1 
 
13. Eulenspiegel (located at the lake) 
Traditional German Food 
Am See 
63538 Großkrotzenburg 
 
14. Hotel Zeller  
Excellent Food 
Aschaffenburgerstr. 2 
 
15. Cohiba´r (Restaurant & Bar) 
Hauptstraße 9 
 
16. Restaurante Adria (Italian cuisine) 
Hanauer Landstrasse 21 
 
 
All locations are flagged via numbers in the map 
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Welcome to Aschaffenburg 
 
Aschaffenburg has much to offer to 
inhabitants and visitors alike. The 
following pages should provide all you 
need to know about planning a visit to 
our beautiful city. We are confident that 
Aschaffenburg will tempt you... 
 
History of the City  
In its more than 1,000-year-old history, two representative buildings have 

been Aschaffenburgs most outstanding cultural 
assets. 
Tha Stiftskirche a church built around 974, later 
became the center of the main convent of Mainz, and 
on the second residence of the arch bishops/electors, 
as did Johannisburg Castle – a splendid monument of 
the late Renaissance. King Ludwig I of Bavaria loved 
the city because of its mild climate, and offered it the 
“Pompejanum.” 

 
Out of the former "Royal Property" with ancient "Refuge Fortress,” in 
Saxony's posession since the 9th century, Duke Liudolf of Swabia 
founded the Aschaffenburg convent of St. Peter in 975, from the 12th 
century St. Peter and Alexander. Towards the end of the 10th century, 
the archbishopric Mainz under archbishop and Reicherskanzler Willigis 
became its owner. 
 
The starting point of the upper city - already called 
"civitas" before the turn of the millenium - was a small 
triangular elevation between Main, Löhergraben, 
Landing and Schloßgraben as well as the first wooden bridge across the 
Main, built in 987/989. As an important trading post, situated at the old 
trading road through the Maingau starting east of Francfort up to the 
Rhine, Aschaffenburg now had the character of a settlement. Around 
1122 it was re-fortified by archbishop Adalbert I. of Saarbrücken. 
 
From the 12th century onwards the upper town finally 
started to expand outside its existing fortifications. 
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The re-building of the fortress began and Aschaffenburg was awarded 
the privilege of holding a market (1144), the privilege to mint (1155) as 
well as the freedom of the city (1161/1173). A down-town developed due 
to these privileges. As the second residence of the archbishops/electors 
of Mainz and as center of the arch deaconery of Mainz with its medieval 
walls, towers, gates and moats, the city became one of the most relevant 
bastions of the arch-bishopric in the 14th century. 
After a passing provincial status in the 17th century, the dissolution of the 
electoral state of Mainz in 1803, the foundation of the principality of 
Aschaffenburg (1803-1810) as well as the grand duchy Francfort (1810-
1813), it was towards the end of the 18th century when Friedrich Carl 
Joseph von Erthal and Carl Theodor von Dalberg led Aschaffenburg to a 
new cultural and economic "hey day" in the early 19th century. First 
Erthal had the parks Schönbusch, Schöntal, Fasanerie and the 
Schloßgarten built, following the examples of English landscape 
gardens. Since the first third of the 18th century, these gardens have 
conveyed the feeling of nature which their most important representative, 
Jean Jaques Rousseau, propagated. In addition to the historic buildings, 
citizens and visitors have enjoyed the relaxing places the public parks 
have to offer. Erthal`s successor, the last archbishop/elector of Mainz, 
prince primas of the Rheinbund and later grand duke was Carl Theodor 
von Dalberg. A gifted literary man and politician, he promoted the 
educational sector, founded the Karlsuniversität and the theater and 
brought well-known artists to his court. 
 
 

After the end of the Napoleonic wars, 
the dissolution of the central 
administration; and the loss of several 
authorities and educational 
establishments (university), 
Aschaffenburg became part of the 
Bavarian Crown. The result was a 
short-termed political, economic and 
cultural descent. Only with the 
Deutsche Zollverein (1834), the 

connection to the railway system (1854) and the development of an 
efficient industry in the second half of the 19th century (gentlemen's 
outer garments, paper and cellulose, motors and steering wheels, 
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measuring tools) did the city return to its traditional economic, political 
and cultural importance. 
 
The vast destruction of 1944/45 in 
the ancient town center and the 
quarter Damm was mostly erased 
thanks to the help of all the citizens 
during the phase of reconstruction. 
New, enlarged living space was 
created, and the economic and 
industrial potential grew with the 
increasing requirements. The 
preservation of monuments and the 
reconstruction of the historic city 
center have been carried out with special care, although a few "sins" 
could not be avoided. For example a new way of thinking concerning 
construction was shown with the new construction of the town hall in the 
fifties in the neo-classica style. Allowance was made for modern 
architecture with different public and private buildings, e. g. a modern 
school-center; residential and sports-areas; new industrial and trade 
buildings; as well as the City Galerie, and Aschaffenburg's shopping 
center in the heart of the city. By building the Stadthalle and the 
Unterfrankenhalle in 1991, Aschaffenburg and its inhabitants, by now 
67,000, have reached supra-regional importance as a site for 
conferences and events. Also not to be overlooked are the many sports 
facilities, especially the modern stadium "Schönbusch.” 
 

In the meantime the "gateway to the 
Spessart,” the "bridge to Rhineland 
culture" or the "Bavarian Nice,” as 
King Ludwig I of Bavaria supposedly 
once said, has become the center of 
the Untermain-region again.  
 
 
 

Short Profile 
We now would like to give you a short 

profile of the town on this page, and invite you to visit Aschaffenburg!  
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Just half an hour away from Frankfurt´s Rhein-Main Airport, the 1000 –
year-old impressive town of Aschaffenburg - bordered by the mountains 
of the Spessart, and located on the river Main - is both a vital industrial 
centre and an attractive recreational area.  

King Ludwig 1 called it his "Bavarian Nice.” The imposing landmark, the 
mighty castle "Schloß Johannisburg" and the "Pompejanum" - a roman 
villa rebuilt on plans discovered in Pompeii - are only two of the many 
examples for the long and rich history of this town.  

The many old English landscape gardens offer excellent recreation 
areas, and a variety of cultural life is brought by the many venues in 
town, like the "Stadthalle,” "Unterfankenhalle" and the various Clubs and 
theatres. A number of events take place throughout the year - from small 
jazz concerts to huge open air festivals with Elton John or classic night 
concerts with Placido Domingo. Moreover, various town festivals, like the 
"Hamburg Fishmarket" at the end of April or the big fun fair in mid-June 

plus uncountable small events take place 
all the year round.  

Various museums hold impressing 
exhibitions. The "Rosso Bianco" museum 
displays the world´s largest permanet 
exhibition of  of racing and sports cars 
(more than 200). Famous artists like 
Corregio, Lucas Cranach, Raphael, 
Rembrandt and Rubens are featured in 
the "Aschaffenburg Staatsgalerie" located 

inside the "Castle Johannisburg.” 

Hospitality is an integral part of everyday life in Aschaffenburg. The 
liberal-minded tolerance of the citizens guarantees a pleasant stay in  
this charming town! 
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What to do in the evening 
 
Restaurants: 
 

· 1. Schloßweinstube (German cuisine) 
in the castle 

· 7. Wirtshaus zum Fegerer (German cuisine) 
Schlossgasse 14 

· 7. Schlappeseppl (Bavarian cuisine) 
Schlossgasse 28 

· Schönbusch (big Biergarten --> only in summertime) 
Schönbuschallee 1 (outside of Aschaffenburg) 

· 4. Weinhaus Kitz (German cuisine) 
Treibgasse 19 

· 8. Siam (Thai cuisine) 
Würzburger Strasse 21 –  

· 9. Don Quijote Bodega (Spanish cuisine) 
Fischergasse 4 

 
 
Bars & Pubs: 
 

· 10. Cena Elements 
Weissenburger Strasse 8  

· 11. Alloah Bar & Colos Saal 
Rossmarkt 21 

· 12. Bistro Oscar 
Goldbacher Strasse 19 

· 13. Gecko (Mexican cuisine) 
Erbsengasse 1 

· 13. Domus  
Sandgasse 41 
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· 13. Q-Bar (Cubian cuisine) 

Sandgasse 53 
· 14. Pur Pur (Oriental cuisine) 

Friedrichsstrasse 15  
· 15. Irish Pub “The Burren Bar” 

Weißenburger Strasse 56  
· 16. Sky Line (pool billiard and other games) 

Hanauer Strasse 76  
 
Most bars are open until 1 am during the week and until 3 am at 
the weekends 

 
Night Clubs: 
 

· Centro Nightlife/Apfelbaum  
(outside Aschaffenburg) 

· 17. Wuzzenstein 
· 18. Club Goya 

Würzburger Strasse 126 
· 19. Subliminal Lounge  

 
 

 
 
 
All locations are flagged via numbers in the map  
 
Other points which are flagged: 
1. Schloss 
2. Pompejanum 
3. Theater 
4. Stadthalle 
5. City Galerie (Shopping Center) 
6. Pedestrian Zone  
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Inner City map: 
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Hanau - The Brothers Grimm 
 
 

Hanau, lying on the rivers Main and 
Kinzig, between the Spessart, Wetterau 
and Rhine-Main Metropole of Frankfurt, 
has always played an important role in 
the region throughout its 700 year 
history. From the time Hanau was 
granted town charter in 1303, the rulers 
and counts of Hanau occupied an 
important position in the Holy Roman 
Empire. In their heyday, the Counts 
ruled over the territory covering the 

whole of the Kinzig Valley, numerous villages in the Wetterau which are 
now part of Frankfurt and extensive regions of Alsace and Baden around 
Kehl. 
Hanau´s economic power also showed a strong development. 
In 1686, Germany’s first faience factory was started within its walls. The 
products of Hanau´s gold and silversmiths were held in high regard 
throughout Europe and Hanau became known as “ the town of precious 
Jewelry.” At the beginning of this century, new industries were 
established and the economy of Hanau became largely dependent on 
chemicals , mechanical engineering, electrical engineering and tire 
manufacture. 
Completely destroyed in World War II, the town was quickly built up 
again from the ruins by a multitude of industrious hands to become once 
more an attractive, lively community. 
Forward looking industries established themselves in Hanau, and today 
energy production, chemicals and high-tech industries are the backbone 
of the economy.  
It is not only its proximity to the Spessart and the Vogelsberg that gives 
Hanau a high leisure value. A lively cultural scene makes Hanau, the 
birthplace of the Brothers Grimm and of the composer Paul Hindemith, a 
centre of attraction for the whole region.  
Over seventy opera, operetta, theatrical and ballet productions are 
presented every year in the Hanau Stadthalle and the Comoedienhaus 
Wilhelmsbad. The “Hanau Amateur Theatrical Days” attract hundreds of 
amateur actors to the town every year. And the “Brothers Grimm 
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Fairytale Festival” attracts a large public to Philippsruhe. An event known 
as “Cultural Summer” enlivens the town centre in a variety of ways. Two 
traditional Hanau festivals, the “Lamboyfest” in June which has been 
celebrated since 1636 and the “ Peoples Festival” in September are a 
great attraction for the people of the town and its surroundings.  
But Hanau is also quite a shopping centre, offering a host of shops and 
stores in the extensive pedestrian areas to which easy access is 
provided by nearby car parks. Everyone will surely find what they are 
looking for in Hanau. 
Situated on the River Main and with the river Kinzig flowing through it, 
Hanau has had an interesting history. There was a Roman settlement in 
the district now known as Kesselstadt  
In the late Middle ages the town developed around the Altstädter Markt. 
Later, the Nestadt or “New Town,” arose to the south. The Alstadt or “Old 
Town”, is characterised by winding alleys, while in the Neustadt the 
streets are largely laid out in a geometric pattern. Between the two 
sections of the town, which were united to form one in 1833, lies the 
Freiheitsplatz, where our walk around the town begins. This large square 
in the centre of the town, where the visitor will find plenty of parking ( but 
very expensive !!! ) divides medieval Hanau from the New Town which 
founded around 1600 by religious refugees from throughout Europe. In 
the Old Town, which we enter through the pedestrianised Marktstrasse, 
we come almost at once to the Deutsche Goldschmiedehaus.  
 

This imposing half-timbered building is 
the former town hall of the old town. 
Here, alongside a permanent exhibition 
of traditional Hanau crafts , are held 
changing exhibitions on historical and 
contemporary aspects of the gold and 
silversmiths craft throughout the world, 
which regularly earn international 
acclaim. 

 
Finally, while in the Old Town, a visit to the Schlossgarten is 
recommended, where the visitor can sit out in the terrace cafe. After 
returning to the Freiheitsplatz - the visitor should allow one to two hours 
for a short walk - turn left into the pedestrianised Rosenstraße. This 
modern shopping street soon brings one to the market place “ 
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Marktplatz”, whose broad expanse is dominated by the Brothers Grimm 
monument. From the smooth facade of the Town Hall administrative 
complex, the historic Neustadt town hall stands out. The baroque 
building testifies to the self assurance of the founders of the New Town 
and the pride of the bourgeoisie which was growing in importance in 18th 
century in Hanau. There are regular exhibitions in the foyer of the 
Neustadt Rathaus. The tower contains a carillon which plays 4 times a 
day. 
In a direct line to the Neustadt Rathaus and the Brothers Grimm 
monument, there is a narrow alley leading to the Walloon Netherlands 
church. It was at one time regarded as a symbol of the towns religious 
tolerance and of the industrious nature of its citizens. It was famous 
throughout Europe for the ingenious roof construction over the two 
circular buildings. The double church, like virtually all of Hanau, fell victim 
to the bombs of World War II. Only part of it was rebuilt. In the second 
circular section, there is a memorial. But even the bare bones of the 
church have the power to impress the visitor. This completes the tour of 
the sights of the town centre. If you include a bit of window shopping or a 
visit of a café or inn, it takes good 2 hours. 
 
Somewhat more time is required for a visit of Schloss Philippsruhe, the 
magnificent Baroque Palace  with its extensive grounds lying right on the 
banks of the river Main at Kesselstadt ( In summertime there is a 
beergarden named “ Orangerie” on the was South terrace of the palace 
with a nice view over the river Main.  
 

The symmetrical palace, which was 
completed in 1712, has been restored 
at great expense in recent years 
following a fire in 1984, and is now 
more beautiful than ever. The extensive 
premises contain the Historical 
Museum of the Town of Hanau. The 
centrepiece of the museum is the 
collection of Hanau faience, the 

decorative earthware made by the Hanau factory now so sought after by 
collectors. During its short period of greatness, the factory produced a 
series of excellent pieces of faience and the museums collection is the 
envy of connoisseur’s. An extensive collection of paintings starts with the 
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“Hanau School,” centered on Peter Benoit in the 17th century, and 
continues through the Hanau Romantics of the 19th century to Reinhold 
Ewald, the great Hanau painter of the early 20th century, and on into the 
present with the work of contemporary Hanau artists. The visitor will find 
the history of the town and of the family of the counts, as well as the 
more recent past documented. A visit to Philippsruhe should also include 
a walk through the park. 
 
You can visit the “Late Fasanerie “ game park in Klein Auheim ( town-
part of Hanau ) to observe a variety of wild animals in their natural 
surroundings.  
 

In addition to wolves bears and elk, 
there is a bison as well, as all the wild 
animal species native to Germany. You 
should have at least 2 hours for this 
walk through the park. If you still have 
time afterwards, you can visit Steinheim 
with its idyllic old Town in the early 
evening. Here, in lovingly restored old 
buildings, you will find a wide variety of 
restaurants, offering everything from 
the local cider and curd cheese ( 
Apfelwein und Handkäse ) to haute 
cuisine. 

 
Last but not least, you should allow time to take a walk through 
Wilhelmsbad spa centre. This is a Hanau attraction that has survived the 
march of time almost unscratched. It`s the best preserved 18th century 
spa complex in Germany; a unique ensemble made up of the 
harmoniously-designed spa buildings, the extensive park with its many 
romantic corners, the mock-ruined castle, a gorge, an underground 
passage, a former carousel and a hermit’s cell, all combining to delight 
the visitor. Its an adventure to explore this area..... 
 
 

Recommendations for restaurants: 
 

· Orangerie in the park of the castle Philippsruhe  
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· Treppchen (Steinheim)  
 Hans-Sachs-Str. 3,  
· Hofbräuhaus Steinheim (good fish) 
· CapeTown Lounge (African Food) 

Hessen-Homburg Platz 1 

 

Going out: 
 

· Pascha 
Rhönstraße 9, Erlensee 
 

· Culture Club Hanau 

Vor der Pulvermühle 11 
 

· Whisky à go-go (Whisky Bar old style) 
Piano & Whiskybar  
 

· Irish Pub Hanau 
Industrieweg 
  

· Shooters House 
Illertstraße 2  
 

· Cubanja, Mexican Restaurant and Bar  
Cantina y Bar, Große Dechaneistraße 24 
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Inner city map 
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Each year, Frankfurt am Main hosts a multitude of overseas and 
domestic visitors, the sum of which by far exceeds the city’s total 
population. This dynamic European metropolis doubles as a global 
village, a melting pot of cultures, languages and lifestyles. Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe, himself a true cosmopolitan, was proud to be born 
into this liberal-minded city almost 250 years ago. 
 
 

Frankfurt am Main is the city of the 
International Book Fair, the 
National Library, a city 
encompassing an astounding 
variety of publishing houses, 
libraries and bookshops. The 
literary metropolis Frankfurt am 
Main is also the birthplace of 
Germany's most famous literary 
figure, Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe.  

 
In its museums, its public exhibition halls and art galleries, Frankfurt am 
Main also displays its own distinct style of contemporary and historical 
art and culture, ranging from the antique sculptures to the Museum of 
Modern Art's semi-annual Change of Scenery exhibitions.  

 

Frankfurt's City Hall is called "Römer" and 
dates from 1405. The dinners during the 
crowning of the Emperors took place in the 
"Kaisersaal" (Hall of the Emperors). Right 
opposite of the city hall is the “Römerplatz” 
with the Fountain of Justice. The Wertheim 
House is a beautiful middle class dwelling 
with nice framework and a richly decorated 
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facade from the 16th century, which has been transformed into a 
luxurious family hotel. The "Ostzeile" is the name of a splendid row 
of medieval framework houses, opposite of the Römer City Hall.  

The Saint Leonard's Church (Leonhardskirche) has an interior 
design in Romanesque and Gothique style. The Historical Museum 
at n° 19, Saalgasse, is the oldest building of the city center. Its 
design is a mixture of modern architecture and the style of the 
Hohenstaufen era. The chapel is called the Saalhof and goes back 
to approximately 1170.  This museum tells the visitor all about the 
history of Frankfurt. 

The cathedral, built in red sand stone like the 
cathedral of Strasburg, was built between the 13th 
and the 15th centuries. It was here that the 
election of the German emperors took place until 
1356, and later, from 1562, also their coronation. It 
is rightly called the "Kaiserdom" (Imperial 
Cathedral). The church contains many works of 
art. The most remarkable ones are the sculptures 
around the choir and the Crucifixion by Hans 
Backhoffen.  

Not far from the cathedral stands the Saint-Paul's 
church (Paulskirche), built between 1789 and 1833. It was the seat 
of the first improvised German Parliament from 1848 until 1849. 
During the Second World War the church was heavily damaged. 
After the war, the church was rebuilt and chosen as seat for the 
Parliament of the new Federal Republic until this organisation 
moved to the newly elected capital Bonn. The ceremonies of the 
The Goethe Award and the Peace Award are organized here every 
year. Close by, in the Grosser Hirschgraben n° 23-2 5, the Goethe 
House can be visited. It was here that the greatest German writer 
was born and passed his childhood. It is now a museum. 

The "Hauptwache" (1730), an old police station at the heart of the 
city, has been transformed into a café. It´s a nice place to start an 
afternoon of shopping because of its proximity to the Zeil, 
Frankfurt's main shopping artery (and also the longest shopping 
street in Germany). Shoppers can dine in the nearby Fressgasse 
where a lot of Delikatessen and fine restaurants cater to 
everybody's tastes. 
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Frankfurt's Rhein-Main airport is the second largest in Europe as 
far as the number of passengers is concerned (17 million). 

Frankfurt is not only the centre of European air traffic. 
Its central position in Europe makes it a crossroads of 
large and important traffic routes. Moreover, more than 
300,000 passengers pass through the main train 
station of Frankfurt every day.  

Frankfurt is also host to the annual International Book 
Fair which is the largest event of its kind in the world. 
And lest we forget : Goethe was born in Frankfurt. His 

house can still be visited in the old part of the city. This city on the 
banks of the Main river is somewhat controversial.  Frankfurt has a 
population of about 700.000 people. However, most Germans 

admit they wouldn't want to live here. The city is 
nicknamed Mainhattan or Bankfurt because, since the 
Middle Ages, it has played an important role in 
international finance. More than 350 national and 
international banks have their seat there. Frankfurt also 
is home to the federal German Bank, the Bundesbank, 
and the European Bank has been installed here. 

Therefore, the cityscape is 
increasingly dominated by towers, 
skyscrapers and neon lights. This 
modernism, of course, constitutes 
somewhat of a threat to the old-town 

charms of Frankfurt.  
 
Frankfurt was mentioned for the 
first time in the 8th Century, when 
Charlemagne's court made a stop 
there. In the next century 

Frankfurt became an important city. Between 855 and 1792, 36 
German emperors were elected in the city and from 1502, these 
emperors were crowned in Frankfurt's magnificent cathedral.  A lot 
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of  this rich past can still be admired during a walk that is not longer 
than 1.5 hours. 

Frankfurt has also been a center of "Ideology Studies,” often 
ideologies that have nothing in common with capitalism. In 1923, 
the philosopher Max Horkheimer and the sociologist Theodor 
Adorno founded the Institute of Social Sciences Research to study 
and develop the theories of Marx and Freud. The result was the 
"Frankfurt School,” which gained international acclaim. The School 
was forced in exile to Geneva (1933 - 1934) and later to New York, 
but Horckheimer and Adorno returned to Frankfurt in 1950. 

In 1944 the city was heavily bombed, resulting in the destruction of 
a large part of the historical centre. 

Today, Frankfurt is still a very busy student centre, hence the many 
bars and cafés. 
  

 

FRANKFURT MAIN TOWER 

Since being completed in 2000, the MAIN TOWER has been one of the 
most outstanding sights in Frankfurt. And one of the most popular.  

At a height of 200 meters, it might "only" be the fourth highest, but it is 
probably the most visitor-friendly skyscraper in "Mainhattan" - because 
unlike just about all the other high-rise office blocks in this city on the 
banks of the River Main, the public is welcome here. If you want to try 
this out for yourself, you will find that not only the doors to the lobby are 
open to you, you can even climb to the roof - that is, the viewing 
terrace on the 54th story, which attracts local residents and 
visitors from far away year after year.  

Even in miniature format, the MAIN TOWER impressed experts: 
in an international competition in 1991, the jury decided in favor 
of the model designed by Hamburg-based architects Schweger 
and Partners..  
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1. Römer und Römerberg  
2. Kaiserdom  
3. Paulskirche  
4. Goethehaus  
5. Hauptwache 

6. Einkaufsmeile Zeil  
7. Börse  
8. Alte Oper  
9. Zoologischer Garten  
10. Palmengarten (no on shown on the card) 
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The Ebbelwei-Express is a scheduled service, not a normal city 
sightseeing trip. This original, fun mode of transp ort runs 

punctually to 
schedule on 
Saturdays, Sundays 
and public holidays. 
On any of those days 
you can climb aboard 
or get off at any 
Apple Wine Express 
stop, just like a 
normal tram!  

Adults pay Euro 5,00 
for the pleasure; 
children and young 
people up to 14 pay 

2,50. And in addition to an extremely enjoyable trip, the fare includes 
either a glass of apple wine, apple juice or 
mineral water and a bag of pretzels. 

Tickets are available from the conductor. The 
fare is valid for a round trip lasting approximately 
one hour.  
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Sachsenhausen – Having a good time 
 

 

Just across the River Main from downtown Frankfurt lies the city's 
beloved apple wine district of Sachsenhausen.  Legend has it that 
Charlemagne settled his conquered Saxons (Sachsen) here.  It's also 

supposed the be the site where he and his 
Franks forded the river (Frank+furt).  Anyway, 
the first time the town was actually recorded 
was in 1193, and by 1318, we know it already 
belonged to Frankfurt.   
   It's really still the apple wine that ensures the 
enduring fame of Sachsenhausen.  Today, the 

old-town (which fared slightly better than the Frankfurt city center during 
the bombings) is filled with taverns devoted to the golden elixir, which is 
tart and refreshing, unlike the limp, sweetened varieties found in most of 
the rest of the world. 
 
 
 

Sachsenhäuser Warte 
 

The Sachsenhäuser Warte is famous for 
Appelwoi and traditional German food. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RÖMER BEMBEL 
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After the war, these houses were completely reconstructed in antiquated 
fashion and therefore are younger than they appear. In the case of the 
Römer Bembel, the change is a welcome improvement. Now you will find 
a magnificent open room as you enter the restaurant, which was not so 
with the original building.  

From this vantage point you will have, inside as well as out, a sweeping 
view of the Römer with all its locals, tourists, wedding parties and other 
special events. For the latter, you should arrive early because of the 
demand for seating.  

The menu of the Römer Bembel offers traditional German home cooking. 
It includes dishes like the “Frankfurter plate”, “pork knuckle”, the 
“barbeque plate”, “porkribs” and delicate “Tafelspitz”. But also on the 
daily varying menu, you will find "Klaanigkeiten" ("tasty bites") as well as 
dishes for the "Mordshunger" ("ravaging hunger"). 

At the Römer Bembel, you will find the right selection of food and drink 
all day and for any appetite. The ambiance is pleasantly rustic. On the 
second floor are two rooms available for smaller groups. The Bembel 
room with 12 seats, and the Lübecker room with 14 seats have their 
windows facing the Römer and therefore the most impressive overview 
of the square. 
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The Palmengarten 
 
The Palmengarten is a trust established by the citizens of Frankfurt in 
1868. On 50 acres, the gardens display numerous beautiful and 
interesting plants throughout the year. In addition, the Palmengarten 
offers a variety of recreational activities including guided tours, summer 
concerts, evening festivals and exhibitions. The Palmengarten is worth a 
visit at any time of the year.  
 

 
 
During spring, countless 
crocuses and other bulbs 
and tuberous plants come 
through. The multitude of 
tulips, narcissi and 
hyacinths give way to 
azaleas and rhododendrons 
in May and June. Roses, 
particularly in the new rose 
garden, are in full bloom at 
the height of summer. Haus 

Rosenbrunn, situated at the centre of the rose garden, is garlanded by 
climbing roses. Day lilies, irises, peonies and lilies are displayed in broad 

herbaceous borders along the pond and 
the stream 
 
 
With 5000 m2, the Tropicarium is one of 
the largest complexes of greenhouses. It 
displays tropical plants including orchids, 
bromelias, palms, ferns, succulents and 
many others. These plants are arranged 
largely according to their natural habitats 
such as rain forest, mangrove, mountain 
rain forest, monsoon and trade-wind 

forest, savannah, thorn forest and different types of vegetation 
approaching desert. 
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The large Palmenhaus was 
constructed in 1869 and built on to 
the “Gesellschaftshaus”(community 
center). It displays many palm 
species as well as a variety of other, 
mainly sub-tropical plants. The new 
gallery of the Palmenhaus is used 
for flower shows and informative 
exhibitions. Rare blooms are on 
display in the horticultural   

          Blütenhaus 
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Welcome to Heidelberg!  

The name stands for the world-famous Castle and a picturesque Old 
Town in breathtakingly beautiful surroundings. It stands for Germany's 
oldest university and modern research facilities alike. For historic streets 
and a lively college scene. For total relaxation from beautiful walks, plus 
exciting international conferences and festivals. It also stands for one of 
the most attractive shopping miles in Europe.  

 
 
 

Historical Sights 
Old Bridge 
 
The four preceeding bridges were wooden constructions. Again and 
again they were destroyed by floods, fire and ice. Prince Elector Karl 
Theodor was the first ruler to have construct a stone bridge which was 
erected here from 1786 to 1788. Well preserved is the medieval bridge 

gate on the town side, originally part of the town 
wall. Baroque tower helmets were added during 
the erection of the stone bridge in 1788. Also 
located here is a plaque referring to the defence of 
Heidelberg against French troops. On October 16, 
1798, a brave Austrian regiment commanded by 
Prince Schwarzenberg succeeded in turning back 
the advancing French Army. The West Tower 
contains dungeons, whereas the East Tower holds 
a spiral staircase. A few steps east of it, visitors will 
find the "Tränktor" (Drinking Gate). During the 
Middle Ages, cattle were driven through this gate to 
their drinking places. The two bays of the bridge 

carry monuments created by Franz Konrad Linck (1730 - 1793) who, 
since 1763, was the Prince ElectorÆs official court sculpturist. 
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Old University 
 
On June 24, 1712, the university's chancellor Prof. Dr. Melchior Kirchner 

laid the foundation-stone for the "Old University", as 
the building is called today. The architect was 
Johann Adam Breunig of Mainz. The "Alte Aula" (Old 
Assembly Hall) built by the architect Josef Durm was 
added in 1885 shortly before the university's 500th 
anniversary. The artist Ferdinand Keller created the 
painting of the front wall, depicting the arrival of the 
Greek goddess of wisdom, Pallas Athene, in 
Heidelberg. Bronze figures on the right and left 
symbolize the call and genius of science. The ceiling 
holds paintings depicting the four university faculties, 
i.e. philosophy, medicine, law and theology. Another 

object of interest is to be found at the University Square in front of the 
building: The "Löwenbrunnen,” as this fountain is called, is crowned by a 
lion symbolizing the power of the Palatinate. 
 
Der Ritter (Knight St. George) 
 
Only very few houses of Heidelberg were to survive the demolitions 
during the Wars of Succession. The most magnificent and beautiful of all 

is the building opposite of the Church of the Holy 
Spirit. In the history of German architecture, it is 
considered to be one of the most impressive 
monuments of the late Renaissance period. The 
house, named after the sculpture at the top, is 
called "Zum Ritter Sankt Georg" (Knight St. 
George). It was erected in 1592 by Charles 
Belier, a huguenot who had emigrated from 
France to Heidelberg. The Renaissance structure 
of the building's facade is a special point of 
interest. The facade's surface is abundantly 

decorated by ornaments.  
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Heidelberg Castle 
 
It was Prince Elector Ruprecht III (1398 - 1410) who had erected the first 
representative building as a regal residence in the inner courtyard. The 
exterior of the building, divided into a ground floor made of stone and 
framework upper levels, seems quite unpretentious today. Another regal 
building is located opposite to the Ruprecht Building: the Fountain Hall. 
Prince Elector Philipp (1476 - 1508) is said to have arranged the transfer 
of the halls columns from a decayed palace of Charlemagne to 
Heidelberg. The Prince Electors of the 16th and 17th century turned the 
fortress into a castle and added two representative palace buildings to 
the complex. The two dominant buildings at the eastern and northern 
side of the courtyard were erected during the rule of Ottheinrich (1556 - 

1559) and Friedrich IV (1583 - 1610). 
Today, they are considered to be two of 
the most important buildings in German 
architectural history. Under Friedrich V 
(1613 - 1619), the main building of the 
westside was erected, the so-called 
"English Building." The Castle and its 
garden were destroyed, however, during 
the 30 Years' War. Later, it was rebuilt 

by Prince Elector Karl Ludwig (1649 - 1680), only to be destroyed once 
again by French troops. Prince Elector Karl Theodor, who resided in 
Schwetzingen, tried to restore the castle to make it inhabitable once 
again, but in vain: Lightning struck the Castle in 1764. In the centuries 
that followed, the Castle was misused as a quarry, castle stones helped 
to build new houses in Heidelberg. This was stopped in 1800 by Count 
Charles de Graimberg who made any effort he could to preserve the 
Heidelberg Castle. In spite of its Gothic interior, it was not before 1934 
that the King's Hall was added. Today, the hall is used for festivities, e.g. 
dinner banquets, balls and theatre performances. During the Heidelberg 
Castle Festival in the summer, the courtyard is the site of open air 
musicals, operas and theatre performances and classical concerts such 
as the famous "Castle Serenades" performed by the Heidelberg City 
Orchestra. 
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Heuscheuer 

The "Heuscheuer,” a medieval communal granary, 
was built in the 18th century from the ruins of a 
former corner tower of the city wall. In 1963, the 
building was reconstructed and renovated. Today, 
the "Heuscheuer" houses modern university lecture 
halls. During renovation, the staircases leading to 
former defence towers were rediscovered. One of 
them is still preserved and open to the public. 
Furthermore, visitors should not miss a visit to the 

halls inside: One of the attractions is a copy of a Roman tomb found in 
Adamklissi (Rumania). 
 
Karlstor 
 
The triumphal arch in honor of the Prince Elector Karl Theodor, located 
at Heidelbergs very east, was erected from 1775 until 1781 and 

designed by Nicolas de Pigage. When the 
foundation-stone was laid on October 2, 
1775, the Prince Elector personally 
attended the celebration. He took a 
personal interest in the construction work 
and had the architect draw a new plan 
which finally unified elements of the 
preceeding three sketches. The final result 
was a neo-classical building following the 

tradition of Roman triumphal arches, crowned by four lions, the 
traditional symbols of the "Kurpfalz.” Portraits of the Prince Elector and 
his wife are located under the princely hat in the center of the top facing 
the city from the west. The center piece pointing beyond Heidelberg 
contains a written dedication topped by a weapon trophy with the 
Kurpfalz Coat of Arms. The sculptures were created by Peter Simon 
Lamine. The triumph arch was never totally completed. 
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Convention Center Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
The building was designed by the Heidelberg architects Jakob 
Henkenhaf and Friedrich Ebert and was completed in 1903. The 
architectural style, following the tradition of the "German Renaissance,” 

is also to be found at the Friedrich Building of the 
Heidelberg Castle. The south facade facing the 
"Untere Neckarstrasse" depicts portraits of university 
professors and famous artists, e.g. Karl Adolf von 
Vangerow, Johannes Caspar Bluntschli, Karl Josef 
Anton Mittermaier, Adolf Kussmann, Albert Mays, 

Karl Gottfried Nadler and the composers Richard Wagner, Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart, Johann Sebastian Bach, Franz Liszt and Ludwig van 
Beethoven. The cultural and academic exchange of knowledge looks 
back to a long tradition in Heidelberg, a tradition that is continued in the 
City Convention Center. Versatile in its functions, it is used for seminars, 
conventions, concerts, gala dinners, balls and other cultural and social 
events. 
 
Marstall 
Originally, the "Marstall" was an arsenal of the Heidelberg Castle in 
which several different goods were stored. It was built during the first half 

of the 16th century on the banks of the Neckar river so 
that the trading vessels could anchor right in front of it. 
The gate of the western inner courtyard is preserved. 
Four defence towers were located at the building's 
corners. The German name "Marstall" (stable) refers to 
the (not preserved) southern wing of the complex. Its 
ground floor was used for stables, the upper floor for 
dwelling-rooms. The "Marstall" was destroyed in the 
second half of the 17th century. The 19th century 

building we see today was created by Friedrich Weinbrenner in a neo-
classical style. It was first used by the military, and later as a hospital. 
Since 1971, the "Marstall" houses lecture halls of the Heidelberg 
University. 
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The Madonna at the Kornmarkt 
In 1685, the "Kurpfalz" (Palatinate), previously a protestant region, was 
taken over by a Catholic sovereign. He (as well as his successor) wanted 

his subjects to return to Catholic beliefs and tried to 
encourage conversion by including more Catholic 
citizens in town and church administration, giving 
financial incentives to Catholics and starting a religious 
propaganda campaign. Jesuits supported this campaign 
by publishing and spreading pamphlets, organizing 
pilgrimages and processions and erecting Madonna 
statues wherever they could - one of which is the 
"Madonna of the Kornmarkt.” The Madonna was erected 
by a Catholic fraternity. When the sovereign officially 

declared Mary the patron saint of the Catholic belief in the Kurpfalz, the 
statue became a focal point of religious worship in Heidelberg. The 
Madonna of the Kornmarkt demonstrates three typical characteristics of 
this period: Mary is shown as the Queen of Heaven, as a virgin and as a 
victor. The Prince Elector, inspite of his intentions to missionize his 
"heathen" subjects, failed in changing their religious convictions. Many of 
the Protestants preferred to emigrate from Heidelberg. When, during the 
first half of the 19th century, citizens rebelled against aristocracy and 
clergy, the "Madonna of the Kornmarkt" lost much of her religious 
symbolic significance. At the same time, the statue was discovered and 
appreciated as real art work. Today, the Madonna is admired as a most 
beautiful fountain sculpture. 
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The Student's Prison 
The Students' Prison is located at the back of the Old University in the 

"Augustinergasse.” From 1778 until 1914, 
students were imprisoned here for so called 
"Kavaliersdelikte" (meaning minor transgressions 
which were kind of fashionable among otherwise 
honorable gentlemen inscribed at the Heidelberg 
University, most of them being members of 
student fraternities). Common offenses were 
disturbance of peace, especially after excessive 
drinking at night, insulting official authorities or 

playing jokes on them as well as participating in duelling. During these 
years, the University administration was embodied with an autonomous 
jurisdiction and had the legal right to detain students. Depending on the 
seriousness of the offense, imprisonment would last from three days to 
four weeks. One was allowed, however, to attend lectures. After classes, 
the juvenile delinquents had to return to jail. Biding their time, many of 
the young prisoners "decorated" the walls with graffitis and paintings. 
Their "artwork" is still preserved and to be seen at the Students' Prison. 
 
Castle Gardens (Hortus Palatinus) 
 
In former times, the geometrically designed terraces of a Renaissance 
garden stood out against the wooded background of the Heidelberg 
Castle. Before the 30 Years' War, contemporaries even considered the 

"Hortus Palatinus" as being the "Eighth 
Wonder of the World.” In the south-east 
corner of the garden, visitors will find the 
remains of the "Great Grotto.” Rocks were 
blown up to create this romantic grotto 
displaying musical water arts. The walls were 
abundantly decorated with rare polished 
stones, shells and corals. Left of the grotto, a 

pond contains the enormous sandstone sculpture of a resting "Father 
Rhine”. A monumental dimension is added to the Castle Gardens while 
strolling on the "Great Terrace" and enjoying the wonderful view of the 
Castle's east front rising dark into the sky as well as a view of the Rhine 
Valley. It was the famous garden architect Salomon de Caus who 
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discovered this unique spot and view. He created the Castle Gardens as 
a homage to Heidelberg's surroundings. 
 
Tiefburg 
The "Tiefburg's" date of origin as well as its erectors are not known to us. 
It is assumed that the castle was built during the early Middle Ages and 

used as a fortification. Traditions of the 13th 
and 14th century confirm that the castle was 
originally surrounded by a ditch. The only 
remains of the inner castle are the foundation 
walls, the vaults of the dwelling-tower and the 
defence walls. The "Tiefburg" was gravely 
damaged during the 30 Years' War. The 
Archives of the Helmstatt Family say that in 

1642 several fires were laid by arsonists. The castle was overrun and 
sacked by troups of Turennes in 1674 and finally destroyed in 1689 
during the Wars of Succession. As there was no money to restore the 
castle, the ruins were left where they were. A new mansion with barns 
and sheds was erected east of the ruins around 1700. Joseph Freeherr 
von Helmstatt (1727 - 1803) ordered to pull down several of the ancient 
remains because they were about to collapse and  were dangerous for 
people passing by. Count Raban of Helmstatt (1833 - 1932), an eager 
builder, restored most parts of the castle to how they exist today. The 
castle's grounds, including stables, barns and dwelling-houses, used to 
be much larger. The outer circle stretched as far as the "Dossenheimer 
Landstrasse" in the south; most of it was destroyed, however, in 1830 
and 1844. The bridge at the southern wall of the ditch is flanked by two 
arch gates. Orginally, these gates had been located at the outer 
courtyard. They were reerected at this spot in 1912. The four outer walls 
of the fortification, stretching over a length of approximately 30 meters 
each, date back to the 13th and 14th century. In former times, the 
entrance to the castle was marked by a draw-bridge. The round-arched 
gate is supposed to have once led to a gate-tower. Still visible are 
facilities for a falling fence installed in front of the gate. The dwelling-
house in the inner courtyard, most likely the oldest building of the 
complex, used to be the castle's center. The mansion, also located in the 
courtyard, shows characteristics typical of the Gothic period. Originally 
built in the early 14th century, it was destroyed in 1689 and restored in 
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1913 by Count Raban of Helmstatt. Its original architecture is unknown. 
Today, the Knights' Hall is used for festivals and celebrations. 
 
University Library 
The large building complex of the University Library was erected from 

1901 to 1905. Previously, a monastery had been 
located here. Joseph Durm of Karlsruhe designed 
the construction plans using motifs of the so-called 
"Deutschmanierismus" (an ornamental style of 
German architecture dating back to the late 16th 
century) and combining them with elements of the 
"Jugendstil" ("art nouveau style"). The main sights 
-the facades pointing to the east and to the south- 
are abundantly decorated by sculptures, 
architectural details and plant ornaments extending 
all the way up to the roof. The two sculptures 
flanking the main entrance at the "Plöck" were 

created by Prof. Hermann Volz (Art Academy of Karlsruhe). They both 
symbolize the intentions of the University Library: Prometheus (left) gave 
mankind fire and knowledge. The woman and the child (right) stand for 
the passing on of wisdom from one generation to the next. The two 
masks, one laughing and one crying, symbolize comedy and tragedy. An 
inscription refers to Grand Duke Friedrich of Baden who, being 
sovereign, was also the university's chancellor and thus the sponsor and 
promoter of the new building. Baden's coat of arms therefore had to be 
included in the building's architecture. Portraits of the Prince Electors are 
to be found above the windows. Don't miss a visit to the halls inside: 
Busts of famous scientists line the staircase landings. The University 
Library also offers interesting exhibitions.  
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The Middle Rhine Valley 

Heinrich von Kleist, the Prussian author and playwright, during his 1803 
Rhine journey on the more-than- 1,320-kilometer/805-mile long river 
wrote, “The river breaks through and the rocks recede and look down 
with astonishment and bewilderment…,” regarding that section where the 
Rhine has cleaved through the steep slate mountains between Bingen 
and Coblenz. 

The river’s sheer force, Nature, had penetrated the mountain, and today 
we discover -- a cultural landscape. For 
centuries, Man, not Nature, has fashioned the 
Valley of the Middle Rhine: streets, villages, 
cities and castles were created. Vineyard 
trellises populate the terraces on both sides of 
the river amid the steep rock inclines found on 
both sides of the stream. Local flora and fauna 
have evolved, adapting themselves in unusual 

ways and accommodating themselves in response to humanity’s 
incursion in the environment. 
 

 
 What remains is an unmistakable heritage with 
an impressive multiplicity of natural and cultural 
riches. To this very day the region is shaped by 
viticulture, river –ship transport, small business 
endeavours and tourism. 
 
 

 
 
 
In June, 2002, UNESCO accorded the dignity 
of recognition to the Middle Rhine as a result of 
these unique physical and cultural phenomena, 
and the “continuous evolutionary nature of the 
cultural environment.” 
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The Castles 

In earlier times, merchants from all over the world travelled the Middle 
Rhine Valley. Today, it’s much more likely that tourists are present. The 
particular attraction is, aside from the captivating views of the narrow 
valley and the mighty river contained by the towering mountains, its 21 
castles and historic ruins. Only two fortresses have remained intact: the 
rest have been destroyed. Those survivors are the Pfalzgrafenstein near 
Kaub-in-the-Rhine, and the Marksburg by Braubach.  

Already at the beginning of the 19th Century almost all of the other 
castles and remains had long been in a state of ruin. However, it was just 
for that reason that these wild ruins formed the basis for “Rhine 
Romanticism”, the desolation that stimulated the imagination with 
thoughts of ferocious battles, chivalry, and an over-blown romantic view 
of the feudal past and mythic, pre-historic times. The best known castle 
of them all was the Werner Kapelle or Chapel in Bacharach.  

With the beginning of Prussian domination of the Rhine following the 
Wars of Liberation against Napoleon in the second decade of the 19th 
Century, ruins were restored. New architectural efforts evolved such as 
Schickel’s Jagdschloss or Hunting Castle built for Prussia’s kings on the 
ruins of the Stolzenfels fortress.  

Today, several of these castles serve as 
hotels, youth hostels or museums and are 
open to the public for viewing. Nowhere else in 
the world are there more castles located in a 
similar size area than are to be found here. It’s 
a treasure trove. 
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The Wine  

 
It was the Romans who brought wine, their 
prime beverage, to the region. However, vines 
were only cultivated locally after the 6th 
Century following the decline of the Empire. 
Within the next 600 years, the landscape as we 
know it today developed with vineyards being 
situated on the terraced inclines. Fashioned by 

the hand of man, these parcels provide the arch-typical scenic 
component characteristic of the area. The Rheingau and Middle Rhine 
appellations “Riesling,” “Silvaner” and “Pinos” gris or “Grauburgunder” 
are prized throughout the world. Limited amounts of other white varietals 
are also produced, and even small amounts of red wines experimentally. 
Devonian slate deposits offer optimal conditions for wine cultivation. 
During the days, the sun heats the rocky soil of the valley and during the 
cool evenings, the heat dissipates once again. Mineral deposits acts as 
long-term fertilizers and give the wine, particularly the Riesling, its 
unmistakable characteristic taste – generally drier, more focused, and 
with stone and mineral overtones unlike any other German Riesling. 
 
 
Ehrenfels Castle Ruins  

 
 Above the notorious Binger Loch, situated 
among the vineyards between Ruedesheim 
and Assmannshausen, the Ehrenfels Castle 
was built by the brothers Wernherr and Philipp 
von Bolanden. Together with the slender 
Mouse Tower situated directly in the Rhine, 
they served as fortresses for protection as well 

as toll-taking. In the year 1370, Ehrenfels Castle fell into the hands of the 
lords of the St Martin’s Cathedral, the Dom, in Mainz as a feudal fief. In 
1688, the French destroyed the castle in the course of the War of the 
Palatine Succession. Today the remains are recognized as one of the 
most beautiful and picturesque of all of the ruins on the Rhine. 
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The Drosselgasse  
 

 
There are live bands, dancing and activity from late 
morning until midnight in countless bars, pubs, 
restaurants, bistros and clubs the full length of the 
144-meter long Drosselgasse. Here you can meet 
people from all over the world, virtually from every 
continent drinking wine and taking in the sounds in 
these establishments and their gardens and terraces 
along the world’s most renowned alleyway. 
 
 
 

 

The Broemserburg/Niederburg  
 
 

From the beginning of the 10th until the beginning that of the 19th 
Century, this old defensive fortress was the 
property of the Archbishops of Mainz. It was 
converted to a residence castle in the 12th 
Century. In earlier times it was directly situated on 
the Rhine, completely surrounded by water. Its 
more than two-meter thick (six-foot-plus) walls and 
meter-thick vault towers successfully withstood 
every attack. The Duke of Longville was able to 
destroy only the southeastern portion. A mined 
path to the “Bergfried” proves that this is where the 
destructive work failed.  

Secularized in 1803, the castle had various owners until it was acquired 
by the city of Ruedesheim in 1941. Today it contains the significant 
collections of the Rheingauer Wine Museum. Various old fermentation 
tanks from over the centuries can be found in the Burg garden. 
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The Boosenburg/Oberburg 

 
This Romanesque defensive tower is in the 
immediate proximity of the Broemserburg. Its 
construction reveals through its form that it was 
erected around the 9th Century. With its 38-
meter /123.5-foot height, it dominated al other 
buildings in the city. Attached to its up-to-three 
meters thick walls (about 10-feet thick) a 

castle-like residence was attached. The entire property is now privately 
owned and, regrettably, is not available for visitation. 

 

The Adlerturm or Eagle Tower  

 Located on the Rhine, directly on the 
riverbank, this Late Gothic non-rounded tower 
is part of the former city fortification and was 
built in the 15th Century. It is 20.5-meters/66-
feet high with a five-meter/16-foot interior 
diameter with meter-thick, three-foot walls and 
four floors under which is an underground 

dungeon accessible only through a hole in the vaulted ceiling. It used to 
lie directly on the river. In winter when the Rhine froze and the frozen 
river was safe for crossing on foot, a basket with burning material serving 
as a fire signal was displayed on the tower. In the 19th Century when the 
Adler or Eagle Inn was housed in the tower, Goethe, Germany’s greatest 
poet-literary figure and general all-around genius, frequently stayed here 
during his Ruedesheim visits in order to enjoy the magnificent view of the 
Rhine. Today the Adlerturm is the property of a bank. 

 

 



 
 

������������������������
�����
�����
 

 

 
 
Boat Trips to the Romantic Lorelei rock and St. Goa r with Castle 
Rheinfels on the middle Rhine  ... 
 
between Rudesheim, Castle Bomserburg, Bingen, Castle Klopp, Mouth 
of Nahe, Ruin Ehrenfels, Mauseturm, Assmannshausen, Castle 
Rheinstein, Trechtingshausen, Castle Sooneck, Niederheimbach, Castle 
Heimburg, Lorch, Wispertal, Ruin Nollig, Lorchhausen, Ruin 
Furstenberg, Bacharach, Castle Stahleck, Pfalz im Rhein, Kaub, Castle 
Gutenfels, Oberwesel, Castle Schonburg, Lorelei rock, St. Goar, Fortress 
Rheinfels, Castle Katz and St. Goarshausen with a ship of the Bingen-
Ruedesheimer boat connection. 
 

   
 
Boat Trips to the Romantic Lorelei rock and St. Goa r with Castle 
Rheinfels 
 
The trip by boat takes us from Rudesheim to the Lorelei town of St. 
Goarshausen past idyllic winegrowing towns nestling in the foothills, 
steep vineyards and dozens of castles and forts – an unforgettable 
experience. 
 

�  
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Evening Trips with Live-Music and Dance by Ruedeshe im, 
Assmannshausen and Bingen on Rhein  with a Boat of the Bingen-
Ruedesheimer Boat connection 
 
 
Evening Trips with Live-Music and Dance  
Excellent meals served on board, drinks at reasonable prices 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Please contact us for detailed time schedules and information. 
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Welcome to Würzburg!  

Impressive encounters with a young old city - Würzburg offers lots of them. 
And spectacular ones at that. The Episcopal Residence built by Balthasar 
Neumann and featuring a ceiling fresco, the world’s largest painting, by the 
Venetian Tiepolo, can only be described in these terms. This clerical domicile 
from the 18th century has been a UNESCO cultural heritage site since 1982.  

 
The lively university and congress city of Würzburg, gateway to the 

Romantic Road, is 
dominated by its most 
prominent landmark, 
the Fortress 
Marienberg. The 
origins of this fortress 
date back to around 
1000 B.C., when a 
Celtic fortified refuge 
existed on this site. 
Since the foundation of 
the Würzburg bishopric 
in 742, Würzburg has 

been the religious center of the region. Würzburg experienced its most 
prosperous period during the rule of the art-loving prince-bishops of the 
Schönborn family, for whom Balthasar Neumann built the "palace of 
palaces," the Würzburg Residence, from 1719 to 1744. The Venetian 
artist Tiepolo painted the vast fresco on the ceiling above the famous 
staircase, thereby creating the largest painting in the world. In 1982, on 
account of its outstanding architectural significance, the Residence was 
placed on the UNESCO list of cultural treasures of the world. Other 
sights that Würzburg has to offer include St. Kilian's Cathedral and the 
adjacent Neumünster with the Lusam Garden, where the tombstone of 
Walther von der Vogelweide is to be found. Mention should also be 
made of the Late Gothic “Marienkapelle” overlooking the market-square 
and the Mainfränkisches Museum with its outstanding collection of works 
by Riemenschneider. 
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The extremely varied cultural events staged 
in Würzburg range from the the unique Africa 
Festival (May) and the world-famous Mozart 
Festival (June) to the Bach-Festival and 
Jazz-Festival (November) all of which are 
now well-established events. Medieval plays 
(Historische Bürgermahlzeit, Barbarossa Spectaculum) and sport events 
like the Würzburg-Marathon fascinate people every year. Theaters and 
cabarets, museums and galleries all make their special contributions to 
the cultural life of the city. The many restaurants and wine festivals in 
summer provide visitors with ample opportunity to enjoy Franconian 
cooking and the excellent local wines. 
 
 
 
History 
 
The history of Würzburg goes back to the year 1000 BC when a Celtic 
stronghold was built atop the Marienberg. In 742 AD St. Boniface 
founded the bishopric of Würzburg and named St. Burkard the first 
bishop. 

 
Marienberg Fortress is the symbol of the city. 
Built on the original stronghold in 704 was the 
Marienkirche (church) and, around it at the start 
of the 13th century, the first fortified castle. The 
medieval fortress was the seat of the Prince-
Bishops for more than 500 years. 

 
Everywhere such renowned artists as Riemenschneider, Neumann and 
Tiepolo left behind masterworks. First and foremost, Balthasar Neumann 
with his splendid Baroque edifice, the onetime Palace of the Prince-
Bishops. As one of Europe's most precious architectural treasures, it is 
listed in the UNESCO "World Heritage" catalogue.  
 
Also well worth seeing is the Cathedral of St. Kilian – Germany's fourth-
largest Romanesque church. The artistic highlight here is the sepulchre 
of Prince-Bishop von Scherenberg created by Riemenschneider. Art and 
culture have always been an integral part of life in Würzburg. Especially 
rich is the range of classical concerts, such as the Mozart Festival. 
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Additionally, Würzburg is known as the "Gateway to the Romantic Road.” 
It is the metropolis of sunny Franconia where it flanks the River Main, a 
landscape whose vineyards are famous throughout the world. And it is 
Franconian wine that, in perfect harmony with Baroque splendor, always 
makes a visit to Würzburg a memorable experience. 
 
 
Wine 
 

Franconian wine characterizes the local population and its 
sociable way of life. Franconia’s cuisine is hearty with typical 
main courses like roast pork, spareribs with cabbage and 
braised beef with dumplings. 
 
Franconian wine characterizes the local population and its 

way of life. In the cosy "Gaststuben" the visitor soon gets to know the 
friendly regulars. At the traditional wine festivals, one quickly becomes a 
friend of the Franconian philosophy of life, which is marked by sociability 
and "joie de vivre." The widely known Franconian Wine is grown by 
about 6,500 wine growers on about 5,500 hectares of land. The region is 
divided into three areas: Mainviereck (red new sandstone = red wine, 
mica slate = Riesling), Main-dreieck (Muschelkalk = Silvaner, 
Scheurebe), Steigerwald (Keuper, gypsum keuper = Müller Thurgau). 
The most common types of wine are Müller Thurgau (approx. 50%) and 
Silvaner (approx. 23%), followed a long way behind by Bacchus (approx. 
9%), Kerner (approx. 5%) and Scheurebe (approx. 3%). Franconian 
wine-growers participate in a stringent self-control process in order to 
guarantee the famous quality of Franconian wine. Its hallmark is a wide 
rounded bottle - the Bocksbeutel. 
 
Franconia’s cuisine presents itself as hearty as the region and people 
and goes well with Franconian wine or Franconian beer. One starts with 
a nourishing soup such as liver dumpling, potato, must or "wedding" 
soup. Typical main courses are roast pork or braised beef marinated in 
vinegar "Sauerbraten" with dumplings and olives, but of course 
international dishes are also served. The Franconian specialities include 
Franconian "Wedding Dinner" (beef, noodles, horseradish), "Blaue 
Zipfel" (sausages cooked in stock), "Knöchle"  (knuckle), or "Ripple" 
(ribs) with cabbage, homemade-style sausages and "Gerupfter" (a 
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special way of preparing camembert cheese) and "Meefischli" (small fish 
from the Main). A large number of seasonal dishes are also offered: 
September to April game (jugged hare), fish (trout, carp), May to June 
Franconian asparagus in all varieties, September to the beginning of 
November onion tart, ham sticks and Federweißer (new wine), plum 
cake, November/December poultry (Martin’s or Christmas goose). 
 
Residence 
 
The Residence, built from 1720-1744 according to plans of the genius 
Balthasar Neumann, is the main work of south German Baroque and one 
of the most important castles in Europe.  

 
Würzburg experienced its most prosperous 
period during the rule of the art-loving prince-
bishops of the Schönborn family, for whom 
Balthasar Neumann built the “palace of palaces,” 
the Würzburg Residence, from 1719 to 1744. 
Balthasar Neumann from Eger (16871753) was 

in great demand as an architect throughout southern and western 
Germany in the mid-18th century. Finally, Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, the 
well-known Venetian, came to Würzburg to embellish Neumann’s great 
staircase and the Imperial Hall with gleaming gold. Tiepolo painted the 
vast fresco on the ceiling above the famous staircase, thereby creating 
the largest painting in the world. In 1982, on account of its outstanding 
architectural significance, the Residence was placed on the UNESCO list 
of cultural treasures of the world. 
 
The center entryway is big enough for a stagecoach to turn around and 
leads to a massive grand staircase. Half-way up the stairs, eyes are 
drawn upward and overhead to “The Four Continents” (only Europe, 
America, Asia and Africa were known at the time), considered the world’s 
largest fresco. The brilliantly colored painting fills a vast, unsupported 
vaulted ceiling, which critics of the time said would surely collapse. Not 
only did it outlast the critics, but it was the only part of the Residence left 
standing after the 1945 bombing. 
 
Tours show off just a fraction of the more than 300 Baroque and Rococo 
rooms (many of them are still under restoration). The White Hall, 
immediately off the staircase, has plain white stucco, all the more to 
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amaze and startle guests when they enter the next chamber, the opulent 
Imperial Hall. With its marble floors, shimmering chandeliers, gold leaf 
detail, and detailed frescos, it’s almost too much for the eyes to absorb. 
Painter and architect toiled together so that stucco, frescoes and 
architecture blend so seamlessly that it’s hard to tell where one stops 
and the other starts. Behind the Residence, the terraced Hofgarten 
features English- and French-styled gardens, carefully manicured and 
filled with whimsical Rococo sculptures (mostly plaster copies). 
 
Fortress Marienberg 
 
The mighty Fortress Marienberg is the symbol of Würzburg and served 
as a home of the prince-bishops for nearly five centuries.  
 
In 704 A.D., the Marienkirche was built atop a former Celtic shelter and 
in the 13th century was surrounded by the first fortification. In 1482, the 
main castle was encircled by a medieval ring wall with the Scherenberg 
gate. In about 1600, Julius Echter rebuilt the fortress into a Renaissance 
palace. After the conquest by Gustav Adolf of Sweden in 1641, the 
fortress was reconstructed as a Baroque fortification, and a princely park 
was laid out.  

 
The Baroque Armory, built 1702-1712, houses 
the Mainfränkisches Museum, an excellent 
collection of Franconian works of art, including 
world-famous sculptures by Tilman 
Riemenschneider. The Fürstenbau Museum in 
the Fortress Marienberg is the symbol of 

Würzburg and served as a home of the prince-bishops. 
Marienkapelle and Falkenhaus 

 
The Marienkapelle (Chapel of St. Mary) at the 
market square is one of the most interesting late-
Gothic Bavarian churches. 
Started in 1377, it was finished in 1481 as a 
symbol of self-confident townsmen. Inside are 
tombstones of Franconian knights and Würzburg 

citizens such as Konrad von Schaumberg (by Tilman Riemenschneider) 
and Balthasar Neumann. At the portal are Riemenschneider’s world 
famous sandstone sculptures of Adam and Eve. 
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Next to it is the Falkenhaus, the most splendid of Würzburg’s Baroque 
mansions. Its Rococo stucco-work façade was added in 1751. 
 
Pilgrimage Church Käppele 

 
This pilgrimage church designed by Balthasar 
Neumann was built from 1748-1750 next to the old 
Gnadenkapelle.The interior includes magnificent stucco 
works and frescoes. The Stations of the Cross (the 
largest in Germany) with 14 sculptures lead up to the 
church. 

 
Veitshöchheim Castle and Rococo Garden 

 
The prince-bishops’ summer resort is a jewel of 
Baroque architecture and horticultural art. 
Veitshöchheim summer palace—just a few 
miles north (40 minutes by excursion boat; 
ongoing departures from the Alter Kranen) of 
the Würzburg city limits—is well worth the trip 

and perhaps a 90-minute visit. Although the palace is charming, it’s the 
extensive gardens—one of the most impressive Rococo parks in 
Europe—that appeal most. The gardens show formality buffered by a 
strong sense of whimsy. Wooded boulevards branch off to hedge-
rimmed pavilions. Statues of gods and mythological beings mingle with 
those of peasants and shepherds. A winged horse spouts water from an 
island fountain in an artificial lake. (Bring some bread and watch the 
giant carp and ducks fight over it). Perhaps most interesting: a grotto 
inhabited by creatures formed entirely from seashells, like a hideous, 
razor-toothed monkey. Benches are placed every 50 feet or so for rest or 
reflection. 
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Phrases for Everyday! 
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Food and Drinks!  
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